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portion of the moral effect that it is intended to produce.
When the reformatory and protective theories are combined,
the next step is to make the degree of reformation attained
the standard of our judgments as to whether further
restraints on the criminal's freedom are necessary or super*
fluous. If one of the objects of punishment, reformation,
is reached, the other, the security of society, follows as a
matter of course. If the most dangerous of assassins has
given convincing proof that he will lead a good life from
now on, why should we hesitate to release him ? How such
proof can be obtained is another question. Requiring prison
officials to take a course in criminal psychology would hardly
meet the difficulty. As a matter of fact, the greatest con-
noisseur of human nature in the world could not predict
with any degree of probability whether the promises of good
behaviour, made in all good faith by the culprit in prison,
would really be kept under the wholly different circumstances
of freedom. Moreover, since it is a well-known fact that
honest repentance is oftener found among great than among
petty criminals, the absurd result of this proposition, even
if it were practicable, would probably be the liberation of
assassins and poisoners after a brief period of custody, and
the maintenance of beggars and footpads all their lives in
prison at the expense of society.

Finally, thel (deterrent theory of punishment accords with
the reformatory theory in regarding punishment as a means
rather than an end, however differently it may conceive the
essential nature of punishment It agrees with the protective
theory in maintaining that punishment exists not for the
sake of the criminal, but for that of society. The murderer
is executed, the thief imprisoned, to set an example. Aside
from the fact, proved by statistics, that this result is not, as
a rule, attained, since crimes tend rather to increase than
to diminish in number and cruelty in proportion to the